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I believe in Russia, I believe in the body of Christ. ... I believe
that Christ will come again in Russia.
DOSTOEVSKY :  Shatov in The Possessed.
The only task acceptable to Russia is to be a society based upon
the highest moral principles. . . . All that has for basis self-denial
and self-sacrifice is included in one word: Christianity. Only one
task is possible for Russia: to become the most Christian of human
societies. That is why she has always remained and will remain
indifferent to all that is petty, conventional, and accidental.
KHOMYAKOV.
Have you not noticed that Russia does not see her salvation in
mysticism or pietism but in the achievements of civilisation, of
enlightenment, of humanitarianism ? . . . The Orthodox Church
has always been the supporter of despotism and the whip; but
why did you bring Christ into all this ? What have you found in
common between Him and any other thing, and particularly the
Orthodox Church? He was the first to proclaim to men the
teaching of freedom, equality, and brotherhood, and in His
martyrdom He sealed the truth of His doctrine.
BELINSKY, in a letter to Gogol.
When I hear that the Church is perishing, or going to perish,
because of this, that, or the other, that is being done by men in
power, it reminds me of the story of the boy and the eagle. A
little boy rushed one day into the parlour to his father, crying
excitedly, "Father, an eagle, an eagle in the kitchen! Come
quickly and rescue it, for the woman cook will not let it go."
And the father said, " Peace, my boy. If it were really an eagle
it would fly away, nor could a woman cook stand for a moment in
its way. Believe me, it is only a hen."
When I hear that the Church of Christ, which, if it exists at all,
is real, eternal, spiritual, and Divine, is going to perish because
of what the Government is doing, I think of that eagle caged in
the kitchen by the woman cook, and I say to myself, "Peace, peace.
It is no eagle, it is only a hen."            TOLSTOY : My Religion.
All have sinned before all men in all things. Each of us bears
the guilt of all and of everything on earth, not merely the general